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fortunate/5 he said, " but there has been a mistake
in the day. To-day is really the ist of the Arab
month, as last month had only twenty-nine days in
it, but the Bedouin are convinced that there were
thirty days in last month, and that to-day is,
therefore, the 3Oth. I much regret that we shall
not be able to attack Abu Jerdun now until to-
morrow, but please God you will certainly start off
next day."
It was no good protesting, so I stayed in Waheida
that day, and drove off in the motor next morning,
the 12th, to Fagieh again. The attack on Abu
Jerdun was brilliantly successful, and everybody was
so pleased with himself that nobody worried much
about me or my guns. When Nuri and Zeid re-
turned from the battle, which they did at about
noon, I went and talked to them for a little, and
found to my disgust that neither of them had had
any orders at all. In any case they refused to send
more than two guns, and even these two could not
start because the camels and saddles which Feisal
had promised for the escort had not yet arrived, and
they only had eighty beasts for a hundred men.
I was determined not to be defeated, so I got on my
camel again and rode back to Aba5! Lissan the same
evening, where I found Feisal in great delight at
the successful operation of the day and full of more
voluble promises than ever about the camels and
the saddles. He even went so far as to telephone to
Akaba, seventy miles away, for twenty camels to be
started off immediately from there to complete the
required number. I felt bound to interpose here
and to point out that General Allenby was pre-
sumably awaiting his co-operation, and that it
would be difficult for me to explain that fourteen